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"These dolphins, once you pin
them on your chest, leave deep
marks, right over your heart,
long after the uniforms have
been put away.”

USS Harder (SS-257), a Gato-class submarine, was the rst
ship of the United States Navy to be named for the harder, a
sh of the mullet family found off South Africa. One of the
most famous submarines of World War II, she received the
Presidential Unit Citation. Her skipper throughout her service,
the resolute and resourceful Commander Samuel D. Dealey
(1906–1944), "a submariner's submariner", was
posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor, as well as four
Navy Crosses during his lifetime.

USSVI Creed: "To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their
lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country. That their
dedication, deeds and supreme sacri ce be a constant source
of motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and
patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution."
www.facebook.com/groups/snugharborbase
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Snug Harbor Base
Officers
We are seeking ways to locate other former submariners in our area
who might like to join us. If you know of someone in the Space Coast
area who used to serve in submarines (or still does!) please tell them
about the USSVI and the Snug Harbor Base. You can direct them to
the Base website at www.snugharborbase.com for more information
about the Base.

Base Commander
Alex Krivitza
(321) 652-1850
ajkrivitza@gmail.com

Vice Commander
David Self
(513) 519-3314
vice-commander@snugharborbase.com

COB

Frank Saukel
(321) 777-4748
shjr215@gmail.com

Meetings
The Snug Harbor Base of the USSVI meets at the
DRS Community Center located at
1089 South Patrick Dr, Satellite Beach, FL.
Unless otherwise noted, our meetings will be on the
1st Saturday of each month beginning at 1400hrs.
Social hour starts at 1300hrs

Treasurer
Mark Anderson
(321) 544-8929
manderson6@c l.rr.com

Secretary
Martha K. Spruitenburg
(321) 956-9337
mspruite@cfl.rr.com

Chaplain
Robert Fredrickson
(860) 833-6296
goodshepmin@gmail.com

Our Purpose is
"To Perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in
the pursuit of their duties while serving their country. That their
dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of
motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and
patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.
In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, we
shall provide a way for all Submariners to gather for the mutual
benefit and enjoyment. Our common heritage as Submariners shall be
strengthened by camaraderie. We support a strong U.S. Submarine
Force.
The organization will engage in various projects and deeds that will
bring about the perpetual remembrance of those shipmates who have
given the supreme sacrifice. The organization will also endeavor to
educate all third parties it comes in contact with about the services our
submarine brothers performed and how their sacrifices made possible
the freedom and lifestyle we enjoy today."
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Store Keeper
David Laing
(321) 258-4124
djlaing@att.net

POC / Webmaster
David Self
(513) 519-3314
webmaster@snugharborbase.com

The Beacon Editor
David Self
(513) 519-3314
thebeacon@snugharborbase.com

P.O. Box 372730,
Satellite Beach, FL 32937
(321) 652-1850
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Vice-Commander’s Corner
If you have not paid your 2022 dues, please do so as soon as possible.
You can pay at the meeting or send a check to the address on the application
on page 14. If you send money please send the application with your check. It
does not need to be completely filled out, just your name, address, phone
and email.
As spring is also on us, I should say rainy season, that means parade season is
here. There are a few parades that the Snug Harbor Base par cipates in each
year. I would like to see a be er turn out than in the past couple years. I
understand that COVID has put a damper on most of our ac vi es, but with
numbers down, more people ge ng the vaccine and Florida opening up,
parades will once again be welcomed in Brevard County. We will try to
make room in the vehicle, for those who do not want to walk the route.
We will be having our spring picnic in April. More informa on will be
available at the Mee ng and the April issue of The Beacon.
I hope to see everyone at the mee ng and remember to get there
early for food and sea stories.

David Self
Vice-Commander
Snug Harbor Base - USSVI
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Snug Harbor Base
Minutes of meeting held on Saturday, 5 February, 2022
Meeting was called to order at 1400 at the David R. Schechter Community Center by Base Vice Commander,
David Self. (18 members and guests present, including 5 officers). A quorum was present.
The meeting began with a Moment of Silence to remember our shipmates on Eternal Patrol.
The Pledge of Allegiance was followed by an Invocation by Chaplain Rev. Robert Fredrickson and the recitation of
the USSVI Creed.
Tolling of the Boats
USS Barbel (SS-316)
USS Shark 1 (SS-174)
USS Amberjack (SS-219)
USS Greyback (SS-208)
USS Trout (SS-202)
Member Re-Introductions
Members and Associates and Guests introduced themselves to the group, telling when they qualified in submarines
and a bit of their personal Navy history.
Minutes – The minutes of the 8 January 2022 meeting were read by Martha Spruitenburg, seconded, and approved.
The minutes may also be read in The Beacon.
Treasurer’s Report – Mark Anderson was unable to attend (in hospital) so David Self read the Treasurer’s Report.
The beginning balance in all accounts was $15,526.01, Receipts for the period were $377.00, Disbursements were
$255.53, Ending Balance $15,647.48. The report was seconded and approved.
The Snug Harbor Base dues are now $15.00 per year. Please make out your check to USSVI Snug Harbor Base.
Send check to
Mark Anderson
2530 Wild Wood Drive
Melbourne, Fl 32935
Frank Saukel gave the Ways & Means report. After expenses for food and soda, the COB reported $33.62. Today’s
50/50 has $70.00 total. The report was seconded and approved.
David Laing reported as Storekeeper that he sold 3 USSVI calendars today. He can also obtain items for us that are
for sale on the USSVI website. The Storekeeper’s report was seconded and approved.
Chaplain Fredrickson gave the Binnacle list. Alex has bronchitis. Mark is in the hospital for a back operation. We
pray that he will be home soon. Chaplain also spoke to George Nault, age 92. Chaplain will visit the site of the
Base float to see about obtaining a cover for the float.
Chaplain Fredrickson invited everyone to the monthly Veteran’s Breakfast, held on the last Saturday of each month
at 0900. All Veterans and spouses as well as First Responders are welcome to the breakfast at St. Patrick’s Anglican
Church, 4797 Curtis Boulevard in Cocoa.
Old Business – We have been asked to please relocate the trailer. The Base no longer needs a trailer that large. The
trailer is about half full. Perhaps contents could be moved to a storage area. The Storekeeper needs access to the
grills for our Base picnics. Base may need something smaller that can be pulled with a class “A” hitch.
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(Minutes Continued)
New Business – Please check to make certain that you have paid both your Base dues and your National dues.
David Self announced that the Snug Harbor Base website is now up and running. The Base thanks the Vice
Commander for all his hard work on our Base website and Facebook page. David plans to add more information
about Tim VeArd on the website. He also wants to create a parade page that will list the date, time, and route of each
parade that Snug Harbor participates in.
The Base Secretary read an invitation to a “Bubblehead Fish Fry” given by Daniel Higgins on Wednesday 9 March
2022 from 1200 – 1630 at Micco Park, 9645 Riverview Drive in Micco. Daniel has held a fish fry for several years
to which he invites friends from the 5 submarines that he rode. We are all invited to this Fish Fry. It is BYOB and
please bring a covered dish or two to go with the fish fry and pig roast. For more information, read the snug Harbor
Facebook Events page.
The Vice Commander mentioned that there is a 5K Superhero Race and One Mile Fun Run in Viera on Saturday
April 23. The “Friends of Children” help support local children who have been removed from their parent’s care due
to child abuse. You can sign up at https://runsignup.com/Race/Viera/Superhero
Someone also mentioned that Dave Bowman has an interesting Bubblehead Podcast.
Keith Post mentioned that he manages the St. Marys Submarine Museum. He invited everyone to visit the museum
and also to donate submarine memorabilia.
Frank held the drawing for the 50/50 and David Self won $35.00. Frank also received $16.00 in the Contribution Jar.
Chaplain Fredrickson pronounced the Benediction at the end of the meeting.
The next Snug Harbor Base meeting will be 5 March 2022 at 1300 for the Social Hour and 1400 for the Business
Meeting at the DRS Community Center on South Patrick Drive in Satellite Beach.
Respectfully submitted, Martha Spruitenburg, Snug Harbor Base Secretary

The Submariner
Only a submariner realizes to what great extent an entire ship depends on him as an individual. To a landsman this is
not understandable, and sometimes it is even difficult for us to comprehend, but it is so!
A submarine at sea is a different world in herself, and in consideration of the protracted and distant operations of
submarines, the Navy must place great responsibility and trust in the hands of those who take ships to sea.
In each submarine there are men who, in the hour of emergency or peril at sea, can turn to each other. These men are
ultimately responsible to themselves and each to the other for all aspects of operation of their submarine. They are
the crew. They are the ship!
This is perhaps the most difficult and demanding assignment in the Navy. There is not an instant during his tour as a
submariner that he can escape the grasp of responsibility. His privileges in view of his obligations are almost
ludicrously small, nevertheless, it is the spur which has given the Navy its greatest mariners-the men of the
Submarine Service.
It is a duty which most richly deserves the proud and time-honored SUBMARINER
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Role in Sub Secrets Conspiracy
By: Heather Mongilio
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You could have heard a pin drop.
A U.S. Navy Admiral was attending a naval
conference that included Admirals from the U.S.,
English, Canadian, Australian and French Navies.
At a cocktail reception, he found himself standing
with a large group of officers that included
personnel from most of those countries. Everyone
was chatting away in English as they sipped their
drinks but a French admiral suddenly complained
that, whereas Europeans learn many languages,
Americans learn only English. He then asked, "Why
is it that we always have to speak English in these
conferences rather than speaking French?" Without
hesitating, the American Admiral replied, "Maybe
it's because the Brit's, Canadians, Aussie's and
Americans arranged it so you wouldn't have to
speak German."
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Submarine Captain Relieved For
Fraternizing With Mermaids
( From the Navy Du elbag - a Navy Sa re website)
USS NEW HAMPSHIRE — The Captain of a United States Navy nuclear submarine was
of cially relieved on January 8, 2022 by the Department of the Navy for fraternization, sources
con rmed Thursday. Cdr. Lance Shanahan has been removed from command of USS New
Hampshire (SSN-778) and reassigned to Headquarters, USSUBLANT. The punishment follows
Shanahan’s conviction for engaging in an inappropriate relationship with a mermaid, according
to Navy sources. Cdr. Jason Weed has replaced him.
Sailors aboard the New Hampshire say the skipper had been spending a suspicious amount of
time topside “conducting meteorological and windage analysis” while embarked on a presence
cruise throughout the Caribbean and upper South American latitudes. Though Shanahan
ordered all crew to leave him alone “to think” during his long stays atop the boat while surfaced,
several sailors accidentally went topside anyway. What they found there was enough to
motivate several to blow the whistle on the commander’s activities.
“It was disgusting,” said Seaman 2nd Class Eric Holder. “I went up top while we were surfaced
because I had to repaint a patch on the planes that had gotten scraped when we were in that tiff
with the ghost pirates last week. When I got up there, I saw the Captain totally mugging down
with this babe who, like, she was just like a big sh down there.”
Holder added: “Like, a Halibut, if I had to guess.”
Other witnesses were Seaman Deanna Gobbler, and Petty Of cer 3rd Class David Weiner.
“I swear, I didn’t even see the ‘Do Not Disturb’ sign skipper had apparently stolen from a
Holiday Inn Express and hung beside the tower ladder,” said Gobbler. “I honestly wish I had. It
would have saved me from having the image of Captain Shanahan getting fellated by a sh
lady burned into my brain. I can’t ever get it out now. Except maybe with a shotgun.”
Shanahan is optimistic about the relationship, despite the verdict and his disciplinary actions.
“I don’t care what people say,” said Shanahan, “people and merfolk can live together, and do
dirty, dirty sexy-time things, just like normal people. Someday soon, the United States and the
Navy will recognize the validity of human-merfolk relations.”
“So why should we discriminate against mermaids, who were, hashtag, ‘born that way’?” added
Shanahan.
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12 Mar — Commemoration of the Last Naval Battle of the American Revolution 1000-1100 Veterans
Memorial Center Plaza Outdoors area. Sponsored by the Brevard Sons of the American Revolution Chapter
with SAR and DAR Units from all over Florida expected to attend. Food Trucks and other festivities
planned. Contact the VMC, Donn Weaver or Doug Bisset, for more information.
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Submarines in the United States Navy

After WWII, things continued along much the same
path until the early 1950s. Then, a revolution that was
to forever change the nature of the submarine arm
occurred. That revolution was
USS Nautilus (SSN-571).
Towards the "Nuclear Navy”
The Nautilus was the first nuclear-powered submarine.
Nautilus put to sea for the first time on 17 January
1955, transmitting the historic message, "Under way
on nuclear power." Up until that point, submarines had
really been, at their most basic level, torpedo boats
that happened to be able to go underwater. They had
been tied to the surface by the need to charge their
batteries using diesel engines relatively often. The
nuclear power plant of the Nautilus meant that the
boat could stay underwater for literally months at a
time, the only operational limit being the amount of
food that the boat could carry. With resupply by minisubs, even this could be overcome. The final limits
would be for replacing equipment that wears out and
the fatigue limit of the hull.
Strategic deterrence
Another revolution in submarine warfare came with
USS George Washington (SSBN-598). Nuclearpowered, like Nautilus, George Washington added
strategic ballistic missiles reaching the nuclear triad.
Earlier submarines had carried strategic missiles, but
the boats had been diesel powered, and the missiles
required the boat to surface in order to fire. The
missiles were also cruise missiles, which were
vulnerable to the defenses of the day in a way that
ballistic missiles were not.

George Washington's missiles could be fired while the
boat was submerged, meaning that it was far less
likely to be detected before firing. The nuclear power
of the boat also meant that, like Nautilus, George
Washington's patrol length was limited only by the
amount of food the boat could carry. Ballistic missile
submarines, carrying Polaris missiles, eventually
superseded all other strategic nuclear systems in the
USN. Deterrent patrols continue to this day, although
now with Ohio-class submarines and Trident II
missiles.
Post Cold War (1991–Present)
Given the lack of large scale conventional naval
warfare since 1945, with the USN's role being
primarily that of power projection, the submarine
service did not fire weapons in anger for very many
years. The BGM-109 Tomahawk Land Attack Missile
(TLAM) was developed to give naval vessels a long
range land attack capability other than direct shore
bombardment and strikes by aircraft flying off
carriers. Submarines fitted with the Tomahawk could
hit targets up to 1,000 miles inland. The mainstay of
the Tomahawk equipped vessels in the early days of
the missile's deployment were the Iowa-class
battleships, and the submarine fleet. The Tomahawk
was first used in combat on 17 January 1991, on the
opening night of Operation Desert Storm. On that day,
for the first time since the surrender of Japan in 1945,
an American submarine fired in combat, when 12
Tomahawks were launched by U.S. boats in the
eastern Mediterranean. Since then, the Tomahawk has
become a staple of American campaigns, seeing use in
three wars. It has also been exported to the United
Kingdom, which has also fitted it to submarines. The
use of the Tomahawk has seen a change in the design
of attack submarines.
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Submarines in the United States Navy
a large fleet of nuclear attack submarines. The
second reason is that small diesel-electric
submarines are difficult to detect and destroy in
shallow coastal waters, giving an edge to the side
operating them in that environment. Nuclear
submarines are larger and suited to open waters. In
a future conflict against the North Korean Navy or
Iranian Navy, the U.S. would most likely be
fighting in their coastal territory against their
diesel-electric subs (of varying age and design).
The Chinese Navy is slowly building up a fleet of
modern diesel-electric subs. The U.S. Navy had
previously leased a Swedish Gotland-class
submarine, and found that its air-independent
propulsion system made it quieter than other nonnuclear submarines, and more of a threat to U.S.
subs in training scenarios.

Continued from page 10

The Tomahawk can be fired through 21-inch
torpedo tubes, but the Virginia-class and Los
Angeles-class submarines since USS San
Juan (SSN-751) have been fitted with vertical
launch systems to enable them to carry more of the
weapons.
In the early 21st century, the USN submarine fleet
is made up entirely of nuclear-powered vessels.

Diesel-electric debate
By the early 21st century, the U.S. Navy began to
argue for the possibility of procuring modern
diesel-electric submarines. The first reason is cost.
By 2012, the Navy feared budget constraints would
not leave them enough money to build and sustain
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WHY IS THE CHIEF’S QUARTERS “THE GOAT LOCKER?”
Contributed By Art Randall (Eternal Patrol)

El Cid. The US Navy’s Mascot
In early sailing years, livestock would travel on ships, providing the crew with fresh milk, meats and
eggs, as well as serving as ships' mascots. A goat named El Cid (Spanish for “The Chief”) was the USS
New York’s mascot.
When the crew attended the fourth Army-Navy football game in 1893, they took El Cid with them and...
West Point lost.
Overjoyed by the win, El Cid was offered Annapolis Shore Duty as the Navy's official Mascot. Since El
Cid had been quartered in the USS New York’s “Goat Locker,” and since El Cid means “The Chief,” the
name stuck and the “Chief’s Quarters” became known forevermore as... “The Goat Locker!”
Fathom was originally a land measuring term derived from the Anglo-Saxon word "faetm" meaning to
embrace. In those days, most measurements were based on average size of parts of the body (Yep that one
too!), such as the hand (horses are still measured this way) or the foot (that's why 12 inches are so named).

HOW DEEP IS A FATHOM AND WHY IS IT THAT DEEP?
Contributed By Art Randall (Eternal Patrol)

A fathom is the average distance from finger tip to finger tip of the outstretched arms of a man about six
feet. Since a man stretches out his arms to embrace his sweetheart, Britain's Parliament declared that
distance be called a "fathom" and it be a unit of measure. A fathom remains six feet.
The word was also used to describe taking the measure or "to fathom" something. Today, of course,
when one is trying to figure something out, they are trying to "fathom" it.

THE ORIGIN OF THE NAME PORT HOLE
Contributed By Art Randall (Eternal Patrol)

(Clue: No relationship to the Port or Starboard Sides of a Ship)
The word "port hole" originated during the reign of Henry VI of England (1485).
King Henry insisted on mounting guns too large for his ship and the traditional methods of securing
these weapons on the forecastle and aftcastle could not be used.
A French shipbuilder named James Baker was commissioned to solve the problem. He put small doors
in the side(s) of a ship and mounted the cannon inside the ship.
These doors protected the cannon from weather and were opened when the cannon were to be used.
The French word for "door" is "porte" which was later Anglicized to "port" and later went on to mean
any opening in the ship's side, whether for cannon or not.
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2022 Calendar
ALL BASE MEETINGS TO BE HELD @1400hrs
Social Hour begins @1300hrs
DRS Community Center
1089 SOUTH PATRICK DR.
SATELLITE BEACH, FL

March 5…Base Meeting
April 2, 1100hrs…Base Meeting / Picnic
May 7…Base Meeting
June 4…Base Meeting
July 9…Base Meeting
August 6…Base Meeting / Indoor Picnic
September 10…Base Meeting
October 1…Base Meeting
November 5, 1100hrs…Base Meeting / Picnic
December 3…Base Meeting

ETERNAL PATROL PREPARATIONS
Shipmates, while we hope your day and those of your shipmates is far off in the future, we
must nevertheless prepare. Please copy this notice and place it with your will or important
papers.
IMPORTANT
In the case of my death, please immediately notify the U.S. Submarine Veterans Inc.,
(USSVI) at 877-542-3483 or 360-337-2978 and give the person on duty the information
regarding my death, funeral, and burial arrangements, plus who they can contact for followup and support. This information can alternatively be E-Mailed to the National Of ce at
of ce@ussvi.org.

fi

fi

Also, contact Snug Harbor Base Commander at (321) 652-1850 or cdr.snugharbor@gmail.com
with this information
as well.
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Base
Dues
$15
Per
Year

Make Checks
to: “USSVI-Snug
Harbor
Make payable
Checks Payable
to:
Base” “USSVI-Snug Harbor Base”

Snug Harbor Base Membership Chairman
PO Box 372737
Satellite Beach, FL 32937
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Submarines on Eternal Patrol
Spend a moment in silence for these departed
shipmates.

USS F-4 (SS-23) Lost with 21 Men on 25 March 1915 when it
foundered off Honolulu Harbor.

USS H-1/Seawolf (SS-28) Lost on 12 March 1920 with the loss of 4
men when it sank after being grounded off Santa Margarita Island,
Baja California, Mexico

USS Perch (SS-176) Lost on 3 March 1942 when it was sunk by
Japanese surface attack 30 miles NW of Surabaya, Java. 59 men were
taken prisoner, 6 men died as POWs. 53 survived the war.

USS Grampus (SS-207) Lost with all hands (71 men) by Japanese
surface attack on the Solomon Islands on 5 March 1943.

USS Triton (SS-201) Lost with all hands (74 men) by Japanese Surface
Attack off New Guinea on 15 March 1943.

USS Tullibee (SS-284) Lost with 79 men on 26 March 1944 north of
Palau. Sunk by her own torpedo. One man survived and was taken
prisoner.

USS Kete (SS-369) Lost with all hands (87 men) after 20 March 1945
between Okinawa and Midway, cause unknown.

USS Trigger (SS-237) Lost with all hands (89 men) in the East China
Sea on 28 March 1945 during a Japanese air and surface attack.

Sailors Rest Your Oars, We have the Watch
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U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc
Snug Harbor Base
David Self – Editor
P.O. Box 372730,
Satellite Beach, FL 32937
www.snugharborbase.com

If you are receiving a snail mail copy of The Beacon and have an email account,
please send your email address to vice-commander@snugharborbase.com. By
doing this, you will receive your copy sooner and help cut costs for the base.

They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters;
these see the works of the LORD, and his wonders in the deep.
Psalms 107:23-24
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