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"These dolphins, once you pin
them on your chest, leave deep
marks, right over your heart,
long after the uniforms have
been put away.”

USS Thomas Jefferson (SSBN 618)
USS Thomas Jefferson (SSBN-618), an Ethan Allen class nuclearpowered submarine, was the second ship of the United States Navy
to be named for Thomas Jefferson (1743–1826), the third President
of the United States (1801–1809). She later was reclassified as an
attack submarine and redesignated SSN-618.

USSVI Creed: "To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their
lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country. That their
dedication, deeds and supreme sacri ce be a constant source
of motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and
patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution."
www.facebook.com/groups/snugharborbase
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Snug Harbor Base
Officers
We are seeking ways to locate other former submariners in our area
who might like to join us. If you know of someone in the Space Coast
area who used to serve in submarines (or still does!) please tell them
about the USSVI and the Snug Harbor Base. You can direct them to
the Base website at www.snugharborbase.com for more information
about the Base.

Base Commander
Alex Krivitza
(321) 652-1850
ajkrivitza@gmail.com

Vice Commander
David Self
(513) 519-3314
vice-commander@snugharborbase.com

COB

Frank Saukel
(321) 777-4748
shjr215@gmail.com

Meetings
The Snug Harbor Base of the USSVI meets at the
DRS Community Center located at
1089 South Patrick Dr, Satellite Beach, FL.
Unless otherwise noted, our meetings will be on the
1st Saturday of each month beginning at 1400hrs.
Social hour starts at 1300hrs

Treasurer
Mark Anderson
(321) 544-8929
manderson6@c l.rr.com

Secretary
Martha K. Spruitenburg
(321) 956-9337
mspruite@cfl.rr.com

Chaplain
Robert Fredrickson
(860) 833-6296
goodshepmin@gmail.com

Our Purpose is
"To Perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in
the pursuit of their duties while serving their country. That their
dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of
motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and
patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.
In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, we
shall provide a way for all Submariners to gather for the mutual
benefit and enjoyment. Our common heritage as Submariners shall be
strengthened by camaraderie. We support a strong U.S. Submarine
Force.
The organization will engage in various projects and deeds that will
bring about the perpetual remembrance of those shipmates who have
given the supreme sacrifice. The organization will also endeavor to
educate all third parties it comes in contact with about the services our
submarine brothers performed and how their sacrifices made possible
the freedom and lifestyle we enjoy today."
2

f

fi

The Beacon

Store Keeper
David Laing
(321) 258-4124
djlaing@att.net

POC / Webmaster
David Self
(513) 519-3314
webmaster@snugharborbase.com

The Beacon Editor
David Self
(513) 519-3314
thebeacon@snugharborbase.com

P.O. Box 372730,
Satellite Beach, FL 32937
(321) 652-1850
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Vice-Commander’s Corner
There have been a lot of emails coming out of National the past months. Make sure you
look at the emails that contain links, because there is a lot of information being passed
on to the members.
If you have any questions pertaining to the USSVI emails, please let me know. If I
don’t have an answer, I will make up a good one. Actually if there are any questions I
will contact the National Office for clarification.
We are now a month into 2022 and if you have not paid your dues, please do so
so that we can keep our records up to date. Sixty-three percent of our
membership are dink. Also, if for some reason you can not pay your dues due
to financial hardship, please contact me privately. We do not want to lose
anyone because they can not pay their dues.
Also on a final note: Now that we have a Chaplain, please contact him
with any needs that you may have.
His contact information is:
Robert Fredrickson
(860) 833-6296
goodshepmin@gmail.com
I hope to see everyone at the meeting on February 5th.

David Self
Vice-Commander
Snug Harbor Base - USSVI
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Snug Harbor Base
Minutes of meeting held on Saturday, 8 January 2022
Meeting was called to order at 1400 at the David R. Schechter Community Center by Base Commander
Alex Krivitza. (20 members present, including 6 officers). A quorum was present.
Meeting began with a Moment of Silence to remember our shipmates on Eternal Patrol.
The Pledge of Allegiance was followed by an Invocation by Don Clark and the recitation of the USSVI
Creed.
Tolling of the Boats
USS Scorpion (SS-278)
USS Argonaut (SS-166)
USS Swordfish (SS-193)
USS S-36 (SS-141)
USS S-26 (SS-131)
Member Re-Introductions
Since it is the beginning of the year, each Member and Associate introduced himself or herself to
the group, telling when they qualified in submarines and/or a bit of their personal Navy history.

Swearing in of Snug Harbor Base 2022 Officers
Base Commander – Alex Krivitza
Vice Commander – David Self
Treasurer – Mark Anderson
Secretary – Martha Spruitenburg

Minutes - The minutes of the 4 December meeting were read by Martha Spruitenburg, seconded, and
approved. The minutes may also be read in The Beacon.
Treasurer’s Report – Mark Anderson reported that the beginning balance on 1 December was $15,847.50.
$500.00 was transferred to National for dues. We paid $370.60 for the new float trailer pad. We paid
$101.30 to the National Storekeeper for items. The ending balance on 31 December was $15,526.01. The
treasurer’s report was seconded and approved.
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(Minutes Continued)
Mark mentioned that Snug Harbor Base dues are now $15.00 per year. Please make out your check to
USSVI Snug Harbor Base. Send check to
Mark Anderson
2530 Wild Wood Drive
Melbourne, FL 32935
Frank Saukel gave the Ways & Means report. Frank purchased Dr. Pepper and reported a negative balance
this month. The Ways & Means report was seconded and approved as modified.
David Laing reported that he had sold 1 USSVI calendar today. The Storekeeper Report was seconded and
approved.
David Self gave the Communications Report. The unit received a Christmas card from the Friends of
Children of Brevard. This is the Brevard County Guardian Ad Litem Program. David reported his progress
with the Snug Harbor website. The Below Decks section will be for Members Only and you will need a
password. The Communications Report was seconded and approved.
Binnacle List – George Nault is on the Binnacle List.
Robert Fredrickson, our new Base Chaplain, and Alex are planning to visit the float and take measurements
for a permanent cover for the float.
Alex mentioned that we would like to increase the Snug Harbor membership, so please be Recruiters for
the unit when you are in public.
Edsel “Doc” Wright made a presentation to the group about the importance of masking during the
COVID-19 pandemic and the different kinds of masks. Doc said that the N-95 masks are the best and are
now available at places like Home Depot.
Snug Harbor Base expects to have the USS Tim VeArd submarine float in 3 parades this year: St. Patrick’s
Day, Founder’s Day, and Veteran’s Day. We hope that more members will be available to participate in the
parades.
The 50/50 Raffle ticket was drawn and David Self won the $30.00.
Don Clark pronounced the Benediction and the meeting was ended.
See you on 5 February at 1300 for the Social Hour and 1400 for the Business Meeting at the DRS
Community Center on South Patrick Drive in Satellite Beach.
Respectfully submitted, Martha Spruitenburg, Snug Harbor Base Secretary
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The USS OREGON (SSN 793) the twentieth
Virginia-class nuclear-powered fast attack
submarine. The Virginia-class submarine is
the U.S. Navy's newest undersea warfare
platform and incorporates the latest in
stealth, intelligence gathering and weapons
systems technology.

6

This is a no s....While standing the IC Watch in the Control Room of the USS Grouper(AGSS214) in the mid
1960's I overheard the following conversation. The Captain ordered the Diving Officer to prepare to snorkel.
When ordered, the COW passed the word "Rig the Boat for Snorkel” over the 1MC. A few minutes later
Enginemen Chief Al Sharp requested an "up-bubble" (over the 7MC) so they could drain the main induction.
The COW replied "Engine room, Conn you have a 5 degree up-bubble". A few minutes later the Chief Sharp
(again) requested an "UP-BUBBLE" so they could drain the main induction!
And again the COW replied "ENGINE ROOM, CONN... YOU HAVE A 5 DEGREE UP-BUBBLE! A few
seconds later Al Sharp replied "Well Conn, EB must have sold the Navy a banana instead of a boat because
we still have a 5 degree down-bubble back here in the engine room!"
by Ralph Mantela FTG2(SS)

You could have heard a pin drop.
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Navy submarines to be equipped with
re ective belts to avoid future collisions
This has to work.
(By Jordan Hemlock - From the Navy Du elbag - a Navy Sa re website)
NAVAL BASE KITSAP, Wash. – After a
month-long investigation into the collision
of the USS Connecticut with an undersea
mountain, an independent safety board
has recommended that all Navy
submarines be equipped with re ective
belts.
“Obviously the Navy’s safety protocols
were falling short, so we had to put a little
Army in it,” said Army Col. Tom Maynard,
head of the safety board. Maynard was
given the lead role in the naval
investigation as part of a pilot program to
increase force diversity and innovation
through joint operations.
The recommendation was met with immediate pushback from Navy personnel.
“The USS Connecticut ran into a goddamn mountain. How is a re ective belt going to x that?”
asked Navy Seaman Martin May, who was aboard the submarine during the collision. “Now I’m
dry docked while some air-breather ts my boat with a giant glowing cock ring.”
Fifth-grader Theresa Johnson asked, “The Army knows that it’s like, dark down there, right?”
Johnson is the daughter of a naval nuclear engineer and did her elementary school science fair
project on what types of sh need sunlight.
All concerns were dismissed as trivial following the Navy’s announcement of a 7-year, $221
million project to update the entire submarine eet. The Navy contracted long-time re ective
belt supplier Semitech Technology Limited to complete the project. Semitech has struggled to
stay pro table since the Army determined that re ective belts were unnecessary during daytime
in 2019, but this new contract is expected to prevent the company from declaring bankruptcy.
“We are very thankful to the U.S. Navy for trusting us to complete this project and ensure the
safety of their submarines during future trips into the South China Sea,” Semitech CEO Xu
Ziyang told Duffel Blog from the company’s headquarters in Shenzhen, China.
Having successfully demonstrated the usefulness of re ective belts during the war on terror,
Maynard said he is hopeful that the newly equipped submarines will be ready before the war on
China.
“Re ective belts are a proven concept,” said Maynard. “If a car can see you, it won’t hit you. I
don’t see why the same shouldn’t apply to an underwater mountain. Or China.”
Jordan Hemlock is a Duffel Blog diversity hire, sharing the unsought opinions of a second lieutenant.
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04 Feb — St Francis Reflections Presents The Beatles Tribute Band from Liverpool in concert as part of
their “Honor Veterans Program” at 1900 at Space Coast Stadium in Viera. Buy tickets at text 41444
or RelectionsLSC.org/Beatles.
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Submarines in the United States Navy
This pioneering craft was in service for 10 years and
was a developmental and trials vessel for many
systems on other early submarines.
World War I and the inter-war years (1914–1941)

The submarine has a long history in the United States,
beginning with the Turtle, the world's first submersible
with a documented record of use in combat.

The submarine truly came of age in World War I. The
United States Navy (USN) did not have a large part in
this war, with its action mainly being confined to
escorting convoys later in the war and sending a
division of battleships to reinforce the British Grand
Fleet. However, there were those in the USN
submarine service who saw what the Germans had
done with their U-boats and took careful note.

Early History (1775–1914)

World War II (1941–1945)

History

There were various projects in the 1800s, such as:
Alligator, a US Navy submarine (never commissioned)
that was being towed to South Carolina to be used in
the taking of Charleston; she was lost due to bad
weather April 2, 1863 off Cape Hatteras, North
Carolina; and the H. L. Hunley which was a submarine
of the Confederate States of America shipped by rail
to South Carolina on August 12, 1863 to defend
Charleston. The Hunley played a small part in the
American Civil War, but a large role in naval warfare
worldwide by demonstrating both the advantages and
the dangers of undersea warfare. On February 17,
1864, Hunley attacked and sank the USS Housatonic
in Charleston harbor becoming the first submarine to
sink an enemy ship, but soon after, Hunley also sank,
drowning all eight crewmen. Real progress began in
earnest in the late 19th century with the building of the
USS Holland (SS-1). The Holland (named after John
Philip Holland) was developed at Lewis Nixon's
Crescent Shipyard located in Elizabeth, New Jersey.

Japanese freighter Nittsu
Maru sinks after being
torpedoed by USS Wahoo
on 21 March 1943.

Doctrine in the inter-war years emphasized the
submarine as a scout for the battle fleet, and also
extreme caution in command. Both these axioms were
proven wrong after the attack on Pearl Harbor in
December 1941. The submarine skippers of the fleet
boats of World War II waged a very effective
campaign against Japanese merchant vessels,
eventually repeating and surpassing Germany's initial
success during the Battle of the Atlantic against the
United Kingdom.[2] They were aggressive and
effective, and operated far from the fleet.
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Submarines in the United States Navy
Continued from page 10

Offensive against Japanese merchant shipping

Powell, proposed to Admiral Charles A. Lockwood
(commander of Pacific Fleet Submarine Force) that
submarines be stationed near targeted islands
during aerial attacks. In what became known as the
"Lifeboat League", pilots were informed that they
could ditch their damaged planes near these
submarines (or bail out nearby) and be rescued by
them. Eventually the rescue of downed American
pilots became the second most important submarine
mission after the destruction of Japanese shipping.
Initially, the operation of the rescue submarines met
several obstacles, most important of which was the
lack of communication between the submarines and
aircraft in the area; this led to several Lifeguard
League submarines being bombed or strafed,
possibly including the sinking of
USS Seawolf (SS-197) and USS Dorado (SS-248)
by American planes.

Size of the Japanese merchant fleet during World War II (all figures in tons)

During the war, submarines of the United States
Navy were responsible for 55% of Japan's
merchant marine losses; other Allied navies added
to the toll. The war against shipping was the single
most decisive factor in the collapse of the Japanese
economy. The U.S. Navy adopted an official policy
of unrestricted submarine warfare, and it appears
the policy was executed without the knowledge or
prior consent of the government. The London
Naval Treaty, to which the U.S. was signatory,
required submarines to abide by prize rules
(commonly known as "cruiser rules"). It did not
prohibit arming merchantmen, but arming them, or
having them report contact with submarines (or
raiders), made them de facto naval auxiliaries and
removed the protection of the cruiser rules. This
made restrictions on submarines effectively moot.
U.S. Navy submarines also conducted
reconnaissance patrols, landed special forces and
guerrilla troops and performed search and rescue
tasks.

As fighting in the Pacific theater intensified and
broadened in geographic scope, the eventual
creation of Standing Operating Procedure (SOP
TWO) led to several improvements such as the
assignment of nearby submarines before air attacks,
and the institution of reference points to allow
pilots to report their location in the clear. After the
capture of the Marianas, targets such as Tokyo,
about 1,500 mi (2,400 km) north of the Marianas,
was brought within range of B-29 attacks and
Lifeguard League submarines began rescue
operations along their flight paths. Submarine
lifeguards spent a combined 3,272 days on rescue
duty and rescued 502 men. Famous examples
include the rescue of 22 airmen by the USS Tang,
and the rescue of former U.S. President George H.
W. Bush by the USS Finback (SS-230).

Lifeguard League

In addition to their commerce raiding role,
submarines also proved valuable in air-sea rescue.
While in command of United States Navy aircraft
carrier task force 50.1 Rear Admiral Charles Alan
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I READ YOU FIVE BY FIVE
Contributed By Art Randall (Eternal Patrol)

Remember when you were manning the phones and on the other end someone would ask, “How do
you Read me?” and your response usually would be “Five By Five!” Ever wondered what that really
meant?
The operator in question is ranking the voice transmission on a scale of one to ve in two categories,
strength and clarity. So, ve-by- ve is loud and clear and one-by-one would be weak and unintelligible.

THE SHIP’S LOG BOOK
Contributed By Art Randall (Eternal Patrol)

In the early days of sailing ships, the ship's records were written on shingles cut from logs. They were
hinged and opened like a book. The record was called the "Log Book." Later on, when paper was
readily available and bound into books, the record maintained its name even unto the day! During WWII
and the 50s and 60s the Ship’s Log was either handwritten or fell to a Radioman, or Ship’s Yeoman to
type.

“AHOY” AND AYE, AYE”
Contributed By Art Randall (Eternal Patrol)

Ahoy is an old traditional greeting for hailing other vessels and sailors, but it was originally a Chilling
Viking Battle Cry. It’s hard to imagine “Ahoy,” to be a “chilling Battle Cry,”but then again, it depends
upon who says it!
Aye, Aye, Aye is old English for "yes." A bluejacket says, "Aye aye, sir," meaning, "I understand and I will
obey!”

THREE SHEETS TO THE WIND,
AND THE FOURTH ONE FLAPPING
Contributed By Art Randall (Eternal Patrol)

We used the term "Three Sheets to the Wind" to describe someone who had too much to drink. As
such, they are often bedraggled with shirttails out, clothes a mess and babbling and slurring their
words! The reference is to a sailing ship in disarray, that is, with sheets (lines, not "ropes" that adjust the
angle at which a sail is set in relation to the wind) out of control, loosely apping in the breeze... akin to
a drunken sailor on Liberty!
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2022 Calendar
ALL BASE MEETINGS TO BE HELD @1400hrs
Social Hour begins @1300hrs
DRS Community Center
1089 SOUTH PATRICK DR.
SATELLITE BEACH, FL

February 5……Base Meeting
March 5…Base Meeting
April 2, 1100hrs…Base Meeting / Picnic
May 7…Base Meeting
June 4…Base Meeting
July 9…Base Meeting
August 6…Base Meeting / Indoor Picnic
September 10…Base Meeting
October 1…Base Meeting
November 5, 1100hrs…Base Meeting / Picnic
December 3…Base Meeting

ETERNAL PATROL PREPARATIONS
Shipmates, while we hope your day and those of your shipmates is far off in the future, we
must nevertheless prepare. Please copy this notice and place it with your will or important
papers.
IMPORTANT
In the case of my death, please immediately notify the U.S. Submarine Veterans Inc.,
(USSVI) at 877-542-3483 or 360-337-2978 and give the person on duty the information
regarding my death, funeral, and burial arrangements, plus who they can contact for followup and support. This information can alternatively be E-Mailed to the National Of ce at
of ce@ussvi.org.
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Also, contact Snug Harbor Base Commander at (321) 652-1850 or cdr.snugharbor@gmail.com
with this information
as well.
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Base
Dues
$15
Per
Year

Make Checks
to: “USSVI-Snug
Harbor
Make payable
Checks Payable
to:
Base” “USSVI-Snug Harbor Base”

Snug Harbor Base Membership Chairman
PO Box 372737
Satellite Beach, FL 32937
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Submarines on Eternal Patrol
Spend a moment in silence for these departed
shipmates.

USS Barbel (SS 316) Lost with all hands (81 men) on 4 February
1945 during a Japanese air attack off the entrance to Palawan
Passage.

USS Shark (SS 174) Lost with all hands (59 men) on 11 February
1942 when it was sunk by surface craft East of Menado, Celebes
Island as a result of one of three Japanese attacks.

USS Amberjack (SS 219) Lost with all hands (72 men) by aerial
bombs and surface craft on 16 February 1943 off Rabaul in the
Solomon Sea. 1 additional killed earlier in Patrol.

USS Grayback (SS 208) Lost with all hands (80 men) on 26
February 1944 during a Japanese Air and Surface attack off
Okinawa.

USS Trout (SS 202) Lost with all hands (81 men) on 29 February
1944 during a Japanese Surface Attack in the Philippine Sea.

Sailors Rest Your Oars, We have the Watch
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U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc
Snug Harbor Base
David Self – Editor
P.O. Box 372730,
Satellite Beach, FL 32937
www.snugharborbase.com

If you are receiving a snail mail copy of The Beacon and have an email account,
please send your email address to vice-commander@snugharborbase.com. By
doing this, you will receive your copy sooner and help cut costs for the base.
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They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters;
these see the works of the LORD, and his wonders in the deep.
Psalms 107:23-24
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