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"These dolphins, once you pin
them on your chest, leave deep
marks, right over your heart,
long after the uniforms have
been put away.”

USS Rasher (SS 269)
USS Rasher (SS/SSR/AGSS/IXSS-269), a Gato-class submarine, was a
ship of the United States Navy named for the rasher, or vermilion rock sh,
a sh found along the California coast.
Rasher (SS-269), a eet-type submarine, was laid down 4 May 1942 by
Manitowoc Shipbuilding Co., Manitowoc, Wisc.; launched 20 December
1942; sponsored by Mrs. G. C. Weaver; and commissioned 8 June 1943,
Comdr. E. S. Hutchinson in command. Admiral Charles A. Lockwood had
earlier relieved Hutchinson of command of Grampus for lacking
aggressiveness.
Following builder's trials in Lake Michigan, Rasher was decommissioned
and towed down the Mississippi on a oating drydock. After
recommissioning and tting out in New Orleans, the new submarine
trained in the Bay of Panama, departed Balboa 8 August 1943, and arrived
at Brisbane, Australia, on 11 September.

USSVI Creed: "To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their
lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country. That their
dedication, deeds and supreme sacri ce be a constant source
of motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and
patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution."
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Snug Harbor Base
Officers
We are seeking ways to locate other former submariners in our area
who might like to join us. If you know of someone in the Space Coast
area who used to serve in submarines (or still does!) please tell them
about the USSVI and the Snug Harbor Base. You can direct them to
the Base website at www.snugharborbase.com for more information
about the Base.

Base Commander
Alex Krivitza
(321) 652-1850
ajkrivitza@gmail.com

Vice Commander
David Self
(513) 519-3314
vice-commander@snugharborbase.com

COB

Frank Saukel
(321) 777-4748
shjr215@gmail.com

Meetings
The Snug Harbor Base of the USSVI meets at the
DRS Community Center located at
1089 South Patrick Dr, Satellite Beach, FL.
Unless otherwise noted, our meetings will be on the
1st Saturday of each month beginning at 1400hrs.
Social hour starts at 1300hrs
The April Meeting will be a Picnic at Pelican Beach
April 2nd, 1100hrs

Treasurer
Mark Anderson
(321) 544-8929
manderson6@c l.rr.com

Secretary
Martha K. Spruitenburg
(321) 956-9337
mspruite@cfl.rr.com

Chaplain
Robert Fredrickson
(860) 833-6296
goodshepmin@gmail.com

Our Purpose is
"To Perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in
the pursuit of their duties while serving their country. That their
dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of
motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and
patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.
In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, we
shall provide a way for all Submariners to gather for the mutual
benefit and enjoyment. Our common heritage as Submariners shall be
strengthened by camaraderie. We support a strong U.S. Submarine
Force.
The organization will engage in various projects and deeds that will
bring about the perpetual remembrance of those shipmates who have
given the supreme sacrifice. The organization will also endeavor to
educate all third parties it comes in contact with about the services our
submarine brothers performed and how their sacrifices made possible
the freedom and lifestyle we enjoy today."
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Store Keeper
David Laing
(321) 258-4124
djlaing@att.net

POC / Webmaster
David Self
(513) 519-3314
webmaster@snugharborbase.com

The Beacon Editor
David Self
(513) 519-3314
thebeacon@snugharborbase.com

P.O. Box 372730,
Satellite Beach, FL 32937
(321) 652-1850
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Vice-Commander’s Corner
Another month has past, just a reminder that the April Mee ng will be 1100 hours at Pelican Beach,
April 2nd. This will be our spring picnic, so it will be an abbreviated mee ng. Hopefully the weather will
cooperate and we have a good me of sea stories and some great food.
There have been several problems with our dues this year, so please take the me to
go to the USSVI website and verify your status. If you see a problem let myself or
Alex know, so we can straighten it out. On the bright side, I do believe all the
problems but one have been repaired and we are working on it now.
I hate to sound all nega ve this month, but this is one we have no control over. If
you are running Windows, you may have a problem logging on to the Na onal
website. If you are running a Mac, you can log on, but you will get a security
warning. That being said: If you cannot log onto the site to verify your status,
please email me and I will check it for you. You would think a er 7+ years
working on a new website, we would have a site that works. Na onal says
the data base is incompa ble. They could have paid some college kids $15
per hour to key the data into a new data base by now.
Due to weather, we did not par cipate in the St Paddy’s Day Parade this
year. I believe the decision not to a end was a good one, to prevent
water damage to the oat. Plus Base a endance would have been
low, only four members planned to a end. This does not give a
good appearance to the community. So, again I think this was a
good call. I know not everyone would be able to walk in the parade,
but there will be seats in the vehicle for our members to sit and wave at
the onlookers.
One more thing: On an up note. The mee ngs are star ng to get back to pre-Covid
numbers and we would like to see you, if you haven’t been around. There are many
members, who I’ve never personally met and I’d like to meet you. The April Picnic
would be a great me to meet some old members for the rst me. Hope to see
you there.
David Self
Vice-Commander
Snug Harbor Base - USSVI
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Snug Harbor Base
Minutes of meeting held on Saturday, 5 March, 2022
Mee ng was called to order at 1400 at the David R. Schechter Community Center by Base Commander Alex Krivitza. A quorum was present.
The mee ng began with a Moment of Silence to remember our shipmates on Eternal Patrol.
The Pledge of Allegiance was followed by an Invoca on by Roy Hill and the recita on of the USSVI Creed.
Tolling of the Boats: USS Perch (SS-176), USS Grampus (SS-207), USS H-1 (SS-28), USS Triton (SS-201), USS Kete (SS-369), USS F-4 (SS-23), USS
Tullibee (SS-284), USS Trigger (SS-237)
Minutes – The minutes of the 5 February 2022 mee ng were read by Deb Johnson, seconded and approved. The minutes may also be read in
The Beacon.
Treasurer’s Report – Mark Anderson was unable to a end (in hospital). There were no gures available to report, so Alex made a mo on to
skip the Treasurer’s Report. Mo on was seconded and approved.
Frank Saukel gave the Ways & Means report. A er expenses for food and soda, the COB reported $56.40. Today’s 50/50 has a $75.00 total.
The report was seconded and approved.
Communica ons Report – David Self had no new communica ons to report. A “No Report” report was seconded and approved.
David Laing reported as Storekeeper that he sold one s cker for $3.75. He also received three books that were donated and are for sale.
Binnacle List – Chaplain Fredrickson was not present, so Alex asked the members present if they had any informa on. Mark is s ll in the
hospital awai ng a second back surgery, and we con nue our prayers for his recovery. Bill is s ll recovering from an accident. Don Clark has
Stage 4 cancer throughout his body and is in the hospital for treatment. Mike Farrell will be having back surgery soon and will keep Alex
apprised of his progress. Roy has been unable to contact George Nault, and asked if anyone had alternate contact informa on. Alex will check
with our Chaplain and Mike F. will check with the USS Grant society. Blanche asked if anyone had Mary Carter’s phone number.
Old Business
Alex had an update on the trailer situa on. It was decided to keep the trailer and add shelves, etc., so it can be used as storage for
oat supplies, picnic supplies and other miscellany. It must be moved from its present loca on. Alex is looking for an a ordable
storage facility.
David Self announced that he expects to add Parade informa on to the Snug Harbor Base website by the end of the month.
Alex reminded the members present about the “Bubblehead Fish Fry” given by Daniel Higgins on Wednesday 9 March 2022 from
1200 – 1630 at Micco Park, 9645 Riverview Drive in Micco. BYOB and please bring a covered dish to share. See the Snug Harbor
Facebook Events Page for more informa on.
Alex also reminded us about the 5K Superhero Race and One Mile Fun Run in Viera on Saturday April 23. The Friends of Children
help support local children who have been removed from their parent’s care due to child abuse. You can sign up at h ps://
runsignup.com/Race/Viera/Superhero
New Business
Alex announced an “Old Fashioned Barn Raising Party” is being planned to help build a storage cover for the oat. Bill He ron will
cook ribs and asked everyone to bring a covered dish to share. Alex is wai ng to hear back from our Chaplain on material costs. A
date for the Barn Raising will be determined once the materials arrive.
The Snug Harbor Base will be par cipa ng in Melbourne’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Saturday, March 12 at 0930. Mee ng place is
the parking lot behind the Library and Liberty Bell Memorial (check City of Melbourne website for more details). Roy will contact the
parade organizers and pay the entry fee. Alex will work with Bill to assemble the oat.
Good of the Order
Alex performed Holland Club induc ons for Mike Farrell and Tom David. Congratula ons to both for their achievements!
Mike Farrell announced that people are needed for a project his company is doing in Puerto Rico, building concrete houses. Lodging
is provided and the pay is good! Contact Mike if interested.
Frank held the drawing for the 50/50 and John Olsen won $38.00.
Roy Hill pronounced the Benedic on at the end of the mee ng.
The next Snug Harbor Base mee ng will be a Picnic at Pelican Park on 2 April 2022. PLEASE NOTE the picnic starts at 1100.
Respec ully submi ed, Deb Johnson on behalf of Martha Spruitenburg, Snug Harbor Base Secretary.
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George Earnest Nault
JUNE 23, 1929 – MARCH 18, 2022
George Earnest Nault, age 92, of Melbourne,
Florida passed away on Friday, March 18, 2022. George was born June 23, 1929.

George is survived by his two sons, Mark and Jim, his three loving
grandchildren, Christopher, Janelle, and Katie, and two greatgrandchildren, Riley and Charli. George was predeceased by his
wonderful wife, Angie, who passed away in 2015.
Born on June 23, 1929, George, a career Navy submariner, retired from
the service in 1968 as a Master Chief Petty Of icer. George often
expressed his love of his time in the submarine force, was a member of
several submarine-related veterans' groups and kept up with many
friends from his time in the submarine service, including his closest
friend Jesse Davis.
George also obtained his bachelor's degree in business administration
from Northeastern University and worked at RCA and Compugraphic
in northern Massachusetts.
George and Angie retired to Melbourne Beach, Florida in the early 1990s, and enjoyed over twenty
years of married bliss together, enjoying the Florida sunshine, numerous cruises and sightseeing trips,
and most importantly the company of George's three brothers Richard, Normand and Bobby.
There will be an internment ceremony for immediate family members and close friends at the Cape
Canaveral National Cemetery in the near future
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'up and down' Russia's coast to pressure Putin
Donald Trump on Monday suggested the US deploy nuclear submarines to put pressure on Vladimir
Putin. He suggested the submarines ply a route "up and down" the Russian coast. Trump said he heard
Putin "constantly using the n-word" — the "nuclear word" — during their talks.
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Russian naval submarine transits Bosporus through Black Sea

Robert Whiting, an elderly gentleman of 83,
arrived in Paris by plane. At French Customs, he
took a few minutes to locate his passport in his
carry on.

The American said, “The last time I was here, I
didn’t have to show it.”
“Impossible. Americans always have to show
their passports upon arrival in France!”

“You have been to France before, monsieur?” the
customs of icer asked sarcastically.

The American senior gave the Frenchman a long
hard look. Then he quietly explained, ”Well,
when I came ashore at Omaha Beach on D-Day
in 1944 to help liberate this country, I couldn’t
ind a single Frenchmen to show a passport to.”

Mr. Whiting admitted that he had been to
France previously.
“Then you should know enough to have your
passport ready.”

You could have heard a pin drop.
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elbag - a Navy Sa re website)
by Blondes Over Baghdad

FORT HUACHUCA, Ariz. — An Easter egg hunt for students in the Military Intelligence Basic Of icer
Leadership Course resulted in 18 lost Lieutenants, a base-wide lock-down and search, and several
dozen rancid Easter eggs, the base chaplain reported today.
“I thought an Easter egg hunt would be a treat for the new Lieutenants,” said Maj. Kenneth Raniere,
Military Intelligence Center of Excellence Chaplain. “I didn’t expect that when I set up 20 dozen
easter eggs in the Wheeler Field House that more than half the LTs would wander out into the hot
desert sun and never return. It de ies all logic that they could go so far off course in such a
controlled exercise.”
Chaplain Raniere had set up the same event at the New Beginnings Child Development Center the
previous day. The classroom of mixed three and four-year-olds found all 20 dozen Easter eggs and
still had time to make bunny ear headbands before activity hour ended.
The search for the lost lieutenants has halted base operations while all personnel assigned to Fort
Huachuca try to draw the lost lieutenants out of hiding with promises of new Sperry Topsiders,
crisp Vineyard Vines polo shirts, and icy cold White Claws.
“I’ve got a new copy of Once an Eagle you can read!” Command Sgt. Major John Palmer called out
while looking. “Come on out little guy. I’m not gonna hurt you. I might even tell you about The Kill
Chain and wouldn’t it be nice to tweet about that? Just come on out. I promise I won’t make you
leave the air-conditioned classroom again.”
Although the lieutenants are slowly being rounded back up and returned to their enclosures at the

Horned Toad Bar and Grill, at least one managed to create an international incident. A
lieutenant was found on the Mexican border sunburned, with no boots, holding a luffy pink Easter
basket and repeatedly mumbling, “I was the battalion commander at Michigan State University
ROTC.”
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Blondes Over Baghdad lets someone else take the top block because it’s the sel less service thing to do.
She’ll go to ranger school when there’s a 3-beer policy. Follow her on Twitter at @BlondsOvrBaghd

The Beacon

USSVI – Snug Harbor Base

08 Apr — Senior Expo 1000-1600 at Club 52 in Melbourne. Dozens of vendors and information
related to seniors and senior veterans. Sponsored by Senior Life, Bluewater Group.
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Ohio class (18 in commission) — 14 ballistic
missile submarines (SSBNs), 4 guided
missile submarines (SSGNs)
Virginia class (7 in commission, 3 under
construction, 4 on order) — fast attack
submarines
Seawolf class (3 in commission) — attack
submarines
Los Angeles class (43 in commission, 2 in
reserve) — attack submarines
Fast attack submarines

The U.S. has 43 Los Angeles-class submarines on
active duty and 19 retired, making it the most
numerous nuclear-powered submarine class in the
world. The class was preceded by the
Sturgeon class and followed by the Seawolf and
Virginia classes. Except for USS Hyman G.
Rickover (SSN-709), submarines of this class are
named after U.S. cities, breaking a Navy tradition of
naming attack submarines after sea creatures.
The inal 23 boats in the series, referred to as

"688i" boats, are quieter than their
predecessors and incorporate a more advanced
combat system. These 688i boats are also
designed for under-ice operations: their diving
planes are on the bow rather than on the sail,
and they have reinforced sails.
Ballistic and guided missile submarines
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The U.S. has 18 Ohio-class submarines, of which 14
are Trident II SSBNs (Ship, Submersible, Ballistic,
Nuclear), each capable of carrying 24 SLBMs. The
irst four which were all equipped with the older
Trident I missiles have been converted to SSGN's
each capable of carrying 154 Tomahawk guided
missiles and have been further equipped to support
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Submarines in the United States Navy
Special Operations (SEALS). If the maximum of 154
Tomahawk missiles were loaded, one Ohio-class
SSGN would carry an entire Battle Group's
equivalent of cruise missiles. Ballistic missile
submarines (SSBNs or boomers in American slang)
carry submarine-launched ballistic missiles
(SLBMs) with nuclear warheads for attacking
strategic targets such as cities or missile silos
anywhere in the world. They are currently
universally nuclear-powered to provide the
greatest stealth and endurance. They played an
important part in Cold War mutual deterrence, as
both the United States and the Soviet Union had the
credible ability to conduct a retaliatory strike
against the other nation in the event of a irst
strike. This comprised an important part of the
strategy of Mutual Assured Destruction. In order to
comply with arms reduction against the START II
treaty, the U.S. Navy modi ied the four oldest Ohioclass Trident submarines (Ohio (SSGN-726),
Michigan (SSGN-727), Florida (SSGN-728), and
Georgia (SSGN-729)) to SSGN (Ship, Submersible,
Guided, Nuclear) con iguration. The conversion
was achieved by installing vertical launching
systems (VLS) in a con iguration dubbed "multiple
all-up-round canister (MAC)." This system was
installed in 22 of the 24 missile tubes, replacing
one large nuclear strategic ballistic missile with 7
smaller Tomahawk cruise missiles. The 2 remaining
tubes were converted to lockout chambers (LOC) to
be used by special forces personnel who can be
carried on board. This gives each converted sub the
capability to carry up to 154 Tomahawk missiles.
The MAC tubes can also be used to carry and
launch UAVs or UUVs which give the ship remote
controlled "eyes & ears" allowing the ship to act as
a forward-deployed command & control center.
Despite the increase in stand-off strike capabilities,
this conversion counts as an arms reduction
against the START II treaty because it reduces the
number of nuclear weapons that are forwarddeployed.
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Submarines in the United States Navy
Continued from page 10

Personnel

George Washington-class "boomers" were
named for patriots, and together with the Ethan
Allen, Lafayette, James Madison, and Benjamin
Franklin classes, these SSBNs comprised the
Cold War-era "41 for Freedom." Later Ohio-class
submarines were named for states (recognizing
the increase in striking power and importance
once bestowed upon battleships), with the
exception of Henry M. Jackson (SSBN-730),
which was named for United States Senator
Henry M. "Scoop" Jackson (1912–1983) of
Washington upon his death while in of ice
(1983). This honor was in recognition of his
advocacy on behalf of the nuclear submarine
program. He strongly supported the rapid
development of nuclear submarines and
especially the development of an SSBN program.
Senator Jackson also called for the establishment
of a Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for
Undersea Warfare because he believed
submarines were "lost in a welter of naval
bureaucracy.”

U.S. Navy submarines are manned solely by
volunteers from within the Navy. Because of the
stressful environment aboard submarines, personnel
are accepted only after rigorous testing and
observation, as a consequence submariners have
signi icantly lower mental hospitalization rates than
surface ship personnel. Furthermore, submariners
receive submarine duty incentive pay (SUBPAY) in
addition to sea pay.
Some 5,000 of icers and 55,000 enlisted sailors make
up the submarine force. In addition to submarines,
they are assigned to submarine tenders, submarine
rescue ships, deep-diving submersibles, loating dry
docks, shore support facilities, submarine staffs, and
senior command staffs.
Submariners work on an 18-hour day, as opposed to
a standard 24-hour schedule. Sailors spend 6 hours
on duty and 12 hours off. The submarine force has
always been a small fraction of the active Navy.
During World War II all submariners (including the
rear echelon) accounted for less than two percent of
Navy personnel, but accounted for 55 percent of
Japan's merchant marine losses. In 1998 only about
seven percent of the Navy's people were
submariners, though they operated one-third of the
Navy's warships.
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ORIGIN OF THE WORD ADMIRAL
Contributed By Art Randall (Eternal Patrol)

An Admiral is a senior ranking officer in the U.S. Navy, but his title comes from the name given the senior
ranking officer in the Moorish army of many years ago.
A Moorish Chief was an "emir," (as it remains today in many Islamic Countries) and the Chief of all emir
Chiefs was... you got it, called the “emiral."

WHENCE COMETH THE WORD SCUTTLEBUTT?
Contributed By Art Randall (Eternal Patrol)

Many USSVI Bases and US SubVets and WWII Chapters named their Newsletter “Scuttlebutt” Why is it
such a popular name for a newsletter?
The origin of the word "scuttlebutt," which is nautical parlance for a rumor such as, “The Scuttlebutt
(rumor) has it... ” comes from a combination of "scuttle,” to make a hole in the ship's hull and thereby
causing her to sink and "butt,” a cask or hogshead used in the days of wooden ships to hold drinking
water. The cask from which the ship's crew took their drinking water, was the "scuttlebutt".
But, since the crew used to congregate around the "scuttlebutt," that is where any and all shipboard rumors
would begin. Thus, rumors are talk from the "scuttlebutt" or just “scuttlebutt."

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE 13 BUTTONS
Contributed By Art Randall (Eternal Patrol)

There is no relationship whatsoever between the 13 buttons on our trousers and the 13 original Colonies as
some of us were told in Boot Camp. Before 1894, the trousers had only seven buttons and in the early
1800s they had 15 buttons.
It wasn't until the broad fall front was enlarged that the 13 buttons were added to the uniform and only
then to add symmetry of design.
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2022 Calendar
ALL BASE MEETINGS TO BE HELD @1400hrs
Social Hour begins @1300hrs
DRS Community Center
1089 SOUTH PATRICK DR.
SATELLITE BEACH, FL

April 2, 1100hrs…Base Meeting / Picnic @ Pelican Beach
May 7…Base Meeting
June 4…Base Meeting
July 9…Base Meeting
August 6, 1100hrs…Base Meeting / Indoor Picnic @ DRS Center
September 10…Base Meeting
October 1…Base Meeting
November 5, 1100hrs…Base Meeting / Picnic
December 3…Base Meeting

ETERNAL PATROL PREPARATIONS
Shipmates, while we hope your day and those of your shipmates is far off in the future, we
must nevertheless prepare. Please copy this notice and place it with your will or important
papers.
IMPORTANT
In the case of my death, please immediately notify the U.S. Submarine Veterans Inc.,
(USSVI) at 877-542-3483 or 360-337-2978 and give the person on duty the information
regarding my death, funeral, and burial arrangements, plus who they can contact for followup and support. This information can alternatively be E-Mailed to the National Of ce at
of ce@ussvi.org.
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Also, contact Snug Harbor Base Commander at (321) 652-1850 or cdr.snugharbor@gmail.com
with this information
as well.
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Base
Dues
$15
Per
Year

Make Checks
to: “USSVI-Snug
Harbor
Make payable
Checks Payable
to:
Base” “USSVI-Snug Harbor Base”

Snug Harbor Base Membership Chairman
PO Box 372737
Satellite Beach, FL 32937
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Submarines on Eternal Patrol
Spend a moment in silence for these departed
shipmates.

USS Pickerel (SS-177) Lost with all hands (74 men) by
Japanese Surface Attack off Honshu, Japan, on 3 April 1943.

USS Grenadier (SS-210) Lost on 22 April 1943, 10 miles west
of Lem Voalan Strait in Indian Ocean. Scuttled after being badly
damaged by bombs. 76 men were taken prisoner, 4 men died as
POWs. 72 men survived the war.

USS Gudgeon (SS-211) Lost with all hands (79 men) during a
Japanese air and surface attack on 18 April 1944 in Northern
Marianas.

USS Snook (SS-279) Lost with all hands (84 men) on 8 April
1945 to unknown causes off Formosa.

USS Thresher (SSN-593) Lost with all hands (129 men) on 10
April 1963 off the New England coast.

Sailors Rest Your Oars, We have the Watch
15
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U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc
Snug Harbor Base
David Self – Editor
P.O. Box 372730,
Satellite Beach, FL 32937
www.snugharborbase.com

If you are receiving a snail mail copy of The Beacon and have an email account,
please send your email address to vice-commander@snugharborbase.com. By
doing this, you will receive your copy sooner and help cut costs for the base.

They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters;
these see the works of the LORD, and his wonders in the deep.
Psalms 107:23-24
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