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"These dolphins, once you pin
them on your chest, leave deep
marks, right over your heart,
long after the uniforms have
been put away.”

USS Remora (SS 487)
USS Remora (SS-487), a Tench-class submarine, was the
only ship of the United States Navy to be named for the
remora, a sh with a suctorial disk on its head enabling it to
cling to other sh and to ships. Her keel was laid down on 5
March 1945 by the Portsmouth Navy Yard in Kittery, Maine.
She was launched on 12 July 1945 sponsored by Mrs. T. W.
Samuels, III, and commissioned on 3 January 1946 with
Commander Robert Sellars in command.

USSVI Creed: "To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their
lives in the pursuit of duties while serving their country. That their
dedication, deeds and supreme sacri ce be a constant source
of motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and
patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution."
www.facebook.com/groups/snugharborbase
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Snug Harbor Base
Officers
We are seeking ways to locate other former submariners in our area
who might like to join us. If you know of someone in the Space Coast
area who used to serve in submarines (or still does!) please tell them
about the USSVI and the Snug Harbor Base. You can direct them to
the Base website at www.snugharborbase.com for more information
about the Base.

Base Commander
Alex Krivitza
(321) 652-1850
ajkrivitza@gmail.com

Vice Commander
David Self
(513) 519-3314
david@ssn688.com

COB

Meetings

Frank Saukel
(321) 777-4748
shjr215@gmail.com

The Snug Harbor Base of the USSVI meets at the
DRS Community Center located at
1089 South Patrick Dr, Satellite Beach, FL.
Unless otherwise noted, our meetings will be on the
1st Saturday of each month beginning at 1300hrs.

Mark Anderson
(321) 544-8929
tubesaft368@c4l.rr.com

Treasurer

Secretary
Martha K. Spruitenburg
(321) 956-9337
mspruite@cfl.rr.com

Chaplain

Our Purpose is

VACANT

"To Perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in
the pursuit of their duties while serving their country. That their
dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of
motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and
patriotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.
In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates, we
shall provide a way for all Submariners to gather for the mutual
benefit and enjoyment. Our common heritage as Submariners shall be
strengthened by camaraderie. We support a strong U.S. Submarine
Force.
The organization will engage in various projects and deeds that will
bring about the perpetual remembrance of those shipmates who have
given the supreme sacrifice. The organization will also endeavor to
educate all third parties it comes in contact with about the services our
submarine brothers performed and how their sacrifices made possible
the freedom and lifestyle we enjoy today."
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Store Keeper
David Laing
(321) 258-4124
djlaing@att.net

POC / Webmaster
David Self
(513) 519-3314
david@ssn688.com

The Beacon Editor
David Self
(513) 519-3314
thebeacon@ssn688.com

P.O. Box 372730,
Satellite Beach, FL 32937
(321) 652-1850

The Beacon

USSVI – Snug Harbor Base

Vice-Base Commander’s Report
By the time you read this the USSVI 2021 Convention will be history. Actually it ended Saturday.
I’m sure it was a success and a good time had by all.
Back to the Base’s report. We have been showing a good turnout to our meetings
and just about have a full staff. We are looking for a Chaplin to be 100% staffed.
This position is one of the easiest as far as time required for any member of the
staff. Open and close the meeting with a prayer and make phone calls to
members on Barnacle List. If this seems like something that you are willing to
do, please let the Base Commander know and we will get you up-to-date on the
Barnacle List.
Now that my duties to the National Convention are over, I will be getting our
membership list up to date (I am also the membership chairman). I will be
getting all my information from the National website, so if you haven’t
updated your site with new information, please do so ASAP. If you don’t
have web access or do not feel comfortable making changes, please
email me and I can do it for you. Once I have a good list, hopefully at
the October meeting, you can verify information there.
And one more thing…Once I have the membership records up to
date, I will be changing hats and start working on a new website.
Hopefully, we will be rolling this out by the end of the year. As
you can see, I am wearing three hats, Vice-Commander,
Membership Chairman and Webmaster. If you would like any one
these hats, I will not be offended. You can even wait to take over until I
get these two projects completed. If you want my Vice- Commander hat, you
will have to wait until the next election. I am not abandoning you, I just think the
job is easier if you spread the workload.
Looking forward to seeing you at the next meeting, so until then I wish you
Fair Winds and Following Seas.
David Self
Vice-Commander
Snug Harbor
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While standing QMOW on the midwatch one
night a LTJG just quali ied OOD came to look at
the chart. He saw a symbol along our track
circled in red and labeled KEEP OUT.
OOD: Is that a buoy?
ME: Yes sir, a super buoy.
OOD: What's the difference between a super
buoy and a regular buoy?
ME: Well sir, it wears a red cape and boots and
lies around the ocean ighting crime.
He walked away from the plot without a word.
- ET2/SS Adam Kingsley, USS Hyman G. Rickover SSS-709
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AAADD
KNOW THE SYMPTOMS.....PLEASE READ!
Thank goodness there's a name for this disorder. Somehow I feel better even though I have it!!
Recently, I was diagnosed with A.A.A.D.D. -Age Activated Attention Deficit Disorder.
This is how it manifests:
I decide to water my garden. As I turn on the hose in the driveway, I look over at my car and decide it needs
washing. As I start toward the garage, I notice mail on the porch table that I brought up from the mailbox
earlier.I decide to go through the mail before I wash the car.
I lay my car keys on the table, put the junk mail in the garbage can under the table, and notice that the can is
full. So, I decide to put the bills back on the table and take out the garbage first.
But then I think, since I'm going to be near the mailbox when I take out the garbage anyway, I may as well
pay the bills first.
I take my checkbook off the table, and see that there is only one check left. My extra checks are in my desk
in the study, so I go inside the house to my desk where I find the can of Pepsi I'd been drinking.
I'm going to look for my checks, but first I need to push the Pepsi aside so that I don't accidentally knock it
over. The Pepsi is getting warm, and I decide to put it in the refrigerator to keep it cold.
As I head toward the kitchen with the Pepsi, a vase of flowers on the counter catches my eye--they need
water. I put the Pepsi on the counter and discover my reading glasses that I've been searching for all
morning. I decide I better put them back on my desk, but first I'm going to water the flowers.
I set the glasses back down on the counter, Fill a container and suddenly spot the TV remote. Someone left
it on the kitchen table. I realize that tonight when we go to watch TV, I'll be looking for the remote, but I
won't remember that it's on the kitchen table, so I decide to put it back in the den where it belongs, but first
I'll water the flowers.
I pour some water in the flowers, but quite a bit of it spills on the floor. So, I set the remote back on the
table, get some towels and wipe up the spill.
Then, I head down the hall trying to remember what I was planning to do.
At the end of the day:
The car isn't washed the bills aren't paid there is a warm can of Pepsi sitting on the counter the flowers don't
have enough water, there is still only 1 check in my check book, I can't find the remote, I can't find my
glasses, and I don't remember what I did with the car keys.
Then, when I try to figure out why nothing got done today, I'm really baffled because I know I was busy all
day,
and I'm really tired.
I realize this is a serious problem, and I'll try to get some help for it, but first I'll check my e-mail…..
Don't laugh -- if this isn't you yet, your day is coming!
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This is a no s....In the 60's the Nautilus was spending so much time at the pier that the Sub Base started
using it as a temporary barracks for sailors being discharged in the coming months.
One morning the XO was introducing one of these sailors when someone from the back asked how long
he was going to be on the boat? "Just a couple of months." he replied.
To this the COB piped up with a disgusted look on his face "All we get on here anymore is short timers
and mis its."
A voice came out of the crowd, "Hey chief which one are you?"
Bravo Zulu
by Ron Shepar

We are getting the membership list up to date and will
create a phone and email list for our members. This list
will be created from the National website, so please take
the time to verify your information and update as needed.
If you have a problem updating your information, send
updated info to david@ssn688.com and it will be
updated.
This new list will be used for membership dues DINK Lists, Base Members’ contacts and Base
meeting attendance. If you do not want your information placed on a public list, please let me know.
Also at david@ssn688.com
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Happy birthday, Coast Guard—Oh crap, that was last month?!
(From the Navy Du elbag - a Navy Sa re website)

WASHINGTON — Happy birthday, Coast Guard! Semper paramus, you magni cent puddle
pirates! We love you guys. We do. We're so happy to—wait, what? Crap.
Look. We totally had this on our calendar, but it, uh. Yeah. We’re going to be honest with you,
Coast Guard: We totally forgot.
There’s just so many times you were there for us for ... for. Like, we know the time you.
Hurmmmm ... You guys. You crazy guys, yeah?
You’re just the best at, um ... Oh, oh, oh! Narco submarines! You totally kicked those pirate
submarine dudes butt the other day just like that time you, um.
And D-Day, yeah! D-Day! You guys were there and the landing crafts, and that was pretty sick
and you were all like there and that was a big deal for all of us, really, so we appreciate that
one.
Annnnnnd. Phew. This is NOT as easy as I. Thought. It. Would. Be.
Oh! And you guys do the whole tug boat thing and the refueling of the Nav—oh, that’s the
Merchant Marines? Oh, right. Yeah, those guys are cool and all, but they aren’t the United
States Coast Guard!
The lovers of freedom! The breakers of ice! Manners or lighthouses!
So here’s to you! THE COAST GUARD! And your... just a second... Two. Hunnnnndred annnnd
thirtyyyyyy- rst BIRTHDAY!
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Veterans Memorial Center News
11 Sep — Rockledge Remembering 9/11 Ceremony 1030 at Rockledge City Hub — The 20th Anniversary of the Events on 11 September 2001.
11 Sep — Patriots Day and 9/11 Commemoration at the VMC 1630-1900. Sponsored by Club 1013 Ret NYPD and the VMC. Full details in July. This event
marks the 20th anniversary of the attacks on America and almost two decades since America took the ght to enemies in Afghanistan and around the world. It
will be a special Remembrance and Ceremony.
23 Sep — Sen. Rubio’s representative holds of ce hours (1400-1600) in the VMC Library to support veterans in need of federal attention or to pass along
ideas to the Senator. Contact Maria Montano on 407-254-2573 for more information.
25 Sep — The Space Coast Food Festival 1600-2000 at the VMC and Veterans Memorial Park. Sponsored by the Cocoa Beach Regional Chamber of
Commerce, this popular, community event has been held at the Port and other large venues. Room for organizational tables and canopies as well as good
entertainment and great food to sample. POC is Jennifer Sugarman of CBRCC 321-459-2200.
16 Oct — NVHS Sponsored 2021 6th Annual Dinner Fundraiser 1730-2100 at the Radisson Resort at Cape Canaveral. The National Veterans Homeless
Support non-pro t event includes Sheriff Ivey and many Brevard of cials who strongly support veterans in need. Table and other level of sponsorships are
available. Register on line at Kasey@nvhs.org or call Kasey Corson 321-208-7562 for more info.
29 Oct — Sen. Rubio’s representative holds of ce hours (1400-1600) in the VMC Library to support veterans in need of federal attention or to pass along
ideas to the Senator. Contact Maria Montano on 407-254-2573 for more information.
TBD — MIAP-FL: The March 2020 Missing in America Project - FL Call to Honor Ceremony (CTH) was the last one of four held in Brevard over the
previous three years. In Brevard we continue to research dozens of abandoned veteran cremains in our area. We hope the next CTH Service for the MIAP-FL
at the Cape Canaveral National Cemetery will occur by October or early in 2022.
TBD — The Veteran Stand Up (Formerly known as Stand Down) event was postponed due to COVID 19 in 2020/21. The VMC Boards and EXCOMM
decided it was better to postpone the event until Fall 2021 due to uncertain COVID conditions that could impact such a large, indoor gathering. We hope many
veterans, organizations and others will nd ways in the meantime to help Homeless and at risk Veterans in Brevard County. Planning meetings begin in Early
August at the VMC.
11 Nov — VMC Veterans Day Ceremony at VMC (0930-1100) Food and refreshments provided; Special events and displays.
18 Nov — Sen. Rubio’s representative holds of ce hours (1400-1600) in the VMC Library to support veterans in need of federal attention or to pass along
ideas to the Senator. Contact Maria Montano on 407-254-2573 for more information.
04 Dec — The 2021 Veterans and Military Support Golf Tournament sponsored by Good Deeds Foundation of the Military Of cers Association of America
(MOAACC) at the Cocoa Beach Country Club (0800-1400) This tournament funds MOAACC GDF support to all JROTC and related units in the county;
active duty military needs not covered by DoD; and support to veterans in urgent need. Sign up for the event and sponsorship levels at moaacc.org.
Jan 2021 TBD — The Fourth Annual Key Lime Pie Festival at the Veterans Memorial Park at VMC. Proceeds support the VMC and major Park
improvements should make the event very special.

Please help us spread the word and advise of any new events as we see 2021 bringing back many events lost in 2020.
Donn Weaver
Chairman Brevard Veterans Council
VP Veterans Memorial Center
757-871-6576
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History of the Submarine
Modern military submarines
Incidents since 2000
Since submarines have been actively deployed,
there have been several incidents involving
submarines that were not part of major combat.
Most of these incidents were during the Cold War,
but some are more recent. Since the year 2000
there have been 9 major naval incidents involving
submarines. There were three Russian submarine
incidents, in two of which the submarines in
question were lost, along with three United States
submarine incidents, one Chinese incident, one
Canadian, and one Australian incident. In August
2005, the Russian PRIZ, an AS-28 rescue submarine
was trapped by cables and/or nets off of
Petropavlovsk, and saved when a British ROV cut
them free in a massive international purpose.

In the 1930s the principle was modi ied for some
submarine designs, particularly those of the U.S.
Navy and the British U-class. The engine was no
longer attached to the motor/propeller drive shaft
but drove a separate generator, which would drive
the motors on the surface and/or recharge the
batteries. This diesel-electric propulsion allowed
much more lexibility, for example the submarine
could travel slowly whilst the engines were running
at full power to recharge the batteries as quickly as
possible, reducing time on the surface, or use its
snorkel. Also it was now possible to insulate the
noisy diesel engines from the pressure hull making
the submarine quieter.
There were other power sources attempted—oilired steam turbines powered the British "K" class
submarines built during the First World War and in
following years but these were not very successful.
This was selected to give them the necessary
surface speed to keep up with the British battle
leet.

History of submarine technology
Propulsion
Until the advent of nuclear marine propulsion,
most 20th-century submarines used batteries for
running underwater and gasoline (petrol) or diesel
engines on the surface and to recharge the
batteries. Early boats used gasoline but this quickly
gave way to kerosene, then diesel, because of
reduced lammability. Diesel-electric became the
standard means of propulsion. Initially the diesel or
gasoline engine and the electric motor were on the
same shaft, which also drove a propeller with
clutches between each of them. This allowed the
engine to drive the electric motor as a generator to
recharge the batteries and also propel the
submarine if required. The clutch between the
motor and the engine would be disengaged when
the boat dived so that the motor could be used to
turn the propeller. The motor could have more than
one armature on the shaft—these would be
electrically coupled in series for slow speed and
parallel for high speed (known as "group down"
and "group up" respectively).

Steam power was resurrected in the 1950s with the
advent of the nuclear-powered steam turbine
driving a generator, which is now used in all large
submarines. There was an attempt to use a very
advanced lead cooled fast reactor on Project 705
"Lira" but its maintenance was considered too
expensive. By removing the requirement for
atmospheric oxygen these submarines can stay
submerged inde initely so long as food supplies
remain (air is recycled and fresh water distilled
from seawater). These vessels always have a small
battery and diesel engine/generator installation for
emergency use when the reactors have to be shut
down.
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Modern military submarines
Anaerobic propulsion was employed by the irst
mechanically driven submarine Ictineo II in
1864. Ictineo's engine used a chemical mix
containing a peroxide compound, that generated
heat for steam propulsion while at the same
time solved the problem of oxygen renovation in
an hermetic container for breathing purposes.
The system wasn't employed again until 1940
when the German Navy tested a system
employing the same principles, the Walter
turbine, on the experimental V-80 submarine
and later on the naval U-791 submarine. At the
end of the Second World War the British and
Russians experimented with hydrogen
peroxide/kerosene (paraf in) engines, which
could be used both above and below the surface.
The results were not encouraging enough for
this technique to be adopted at the time,
although the Russians deployed a class of
submarines with this engine type code named
Quebec by NATO, they were considered a failure.
Today several navies, notably Sweden now use
air-independent propulsion boats, which
substitute liquid oxygen for hydrogen peroxide.

drive", which has no moving parts. It was
popularized in the movie version of The Hunt for
Red October, written by Tom Clancy, which
portrayed it as a virtually silent system. (In the
book, a form of propulsor was used rather than
an MHD.) Although some experimental surface
ships have been built with this propulsion
system, speeds have not been as high as those
hoped. In addition, the noise created by bubbles,
and the higher power settings a submarine's
reactor would need, mean that it is unlikely to
be considered for any military purpose.
The schnorchel
Drebbel's 1620 submarine is thought to have
incorporated oats with tubes to allow air down
to the rowers. The steam powered submarines
used to run with their hulls awash with air
being taken down through their conning
towers. During the First World War the British
are believed to have experimented with a
similar concept to the schnorkel, that is a mast
through which air is drawn.
Diesel submarines needed air to run their
engines, and so carried very large batteries for
submerged travel. These limited the speed
and range of the submarines while
submerged. The schnorchel (used by prewar
Dutch submarines) was used after 1943 to
allow German submarines to run just under
the surface, attempting to avoid detection
visually and by radar. After the war the
concept became widely used and the term
was anglicised to "shnorkel" or "snorkel" in
English. The German navy also experimented
with engines that would use hydrogen
peroxide to allow diesel fuel to be used while
submerged, but technical dif culties were
great.

The German Type 212 submarine uses nine 34kilowatt hydrogen fuel cells as air-independent
propulsion, which makes it irst series
production submarine using fuel cells.
Most small modern commercial submarines that
are not expected to operate independently use
batteries that can be recharged by a mother-ship
after every dive.
Towards the end of the 20th century, some
submarines began to be itted with pump-jet
propulsors instead of propellers. Although these
are heavier, more expensive, and often less
ef icient than a propeller, they are signi icantly
quieter, giving an important tactical advantage.
A possible propulsion system for submarines is
the magnetohydrodynamic drive, or "caterpillar
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The New Mystery Submarine Seen In China: What We Know
At the height of the Cold War defense analysts
often tried to piece together information about
new types of submarine seen outside
shipyards. Today this is playing out again, only
in China. A new submarine, with an unusual
sail, has recently emerged.

Because of the angled sail there is a natural
comparison with the Swedish A-26 Blekinge
Class submarine. Super icially they look similar.
And it is possible that the Swedish design,
which has been public for many years, was an
inspiration. But on closer examination there is
only a general resemblance and they are
actually quite different.

The ability to keep your submarine designs
secret may confer a tactical or strategic
advantage in the future. Yet they are also
massive projects which most countries cannot
keep completely secret. The US Navy’s
submarine building plans for example, are
known years in advance. Not in China. On May
12 2021 we got our irst view of a new
submarine
which was
ready to be
launched at a
shipyard in
Wuhan. This
creates a lot of
analysis, and
some wild
speculation.

Overall the new boat is approximately the same
length as the earlier Yuans. This suggests that it
hasn’t had an extra compartment added to
accommodate vertical launch tubes for
missiles. Or some radically new power plant.
There is
speculation that
China may have
itted lithiumion batteries.
These offer a
much greater
power density
and may even
make Airindependent
propulsion
unnecessary.
However
experts cannot agree and it is a case of wait and
see.

By far the most
distinctive
feature of the
new submarine is the sail. This has an angled
upper section with an angled chine running
along it. The angles created resemble the
fuselages of stealth ighter planes and may
reduce its radar cross-section when it is on the
surface. This would make it more stealthy when
entering or leaving port. We can speculate that
it may have hydrodynamic advantages, such as
reducing the wake while at periscope depth.

Like previous Yuan Class boats it is likely to be
armed with a range of weapons including wire
guided torpedoes, anti-ship missiles and mines.
And there is the possibly that it can carry landattack cruise missiles, shot out through the
torpedo tubes.

The reshaped sail also creates signi icant
volume near its top which may be used to
house new systems. However, overall the sail is
not larger than the previous Yuan class boats.
So unless there is a signi icant reduction in the
size of the masts, it seems unlikely that it
houses anything substantial.

The new submarine may be experimental, or
possibly for export, so there is lots more that
we do not know. The element of mystique is
partly what will keep observers watching it
more closely than other types.
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2021 Calendar
ALL BASE MEETINGS TO BE HELD @1300hrs
DRS Community Center
1089 SOUTH PATRICK DR.
SATELLITE BEACH, FL

August 30-September 4…2021 National Convention
September 11…Base Meeting
October 2…Base Meeting
November 6…Picnic @ Pelican Park Satellite Beach
December 4…Base Meeting
Base Meetings are no longer streamed via Zoom

ETERNAL PATROL PREPARATIONS
Shipmates, while we hope your day and those of your shipmates is far off in the future, we
must nevertheless prepare. Please copy this notice and place it with your will or important
papers.
IMPORTANT
In the case of my death, please immediately notify the U.S. Submarine Veterans Inc.,
(USSVI) at 877-542-3483 or 360-337-2978 and give the person on duty the information
regarding my death, funeral, and burial arrangements, plus who they can contact for followup and support. This information can alternatively be E-Mailed to the National Of ce at
of ce@ussvi.org.
Also, contact Snug Harbor Base Commander at (321) 652-1850 or cdr.snugharbor@gmail.com
with this information as well.
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Base
Dues
$15
Per
Year

Make Checks
to: “USSVI-Snug
Harbor
Make payable
Checks Payable
to:
Base” “USSVI-Snug Harbor Base”

Snug Harbor Base Membership Chairman
PO Box 372737
Satellite Beach, FL 32937
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Submarines on Eternal Patrol
Spend a moment in silence for these departed
shipmates.

USS S-5 (SS-110) Lost on 1 September 1920 off
the Delaware Capes. All the crew escaped
through a hole cut in hull in the tiller room
USS S-51 (SS-162) Lost on 25 September 1925
with the loss of 33 men when it was sunk after a
collision with SS City of Rome off Block Island,
Rhode Island.
USS Grayling (SS-209) Lost with all hands (76
men) to unknown causes on 9 September 1943
when it was sunk in or near Tablas Strait,
Republic of the Philippines.
USS Pompano (SS-181) Lost with all hands (77
men) probably by Japanese Air/Sea attack off
Aomori Prefecture near Shiriya Zaki on 17
September 1943.
USS Cisco (SS-290) Lost with all hands (76
men) on 28 September 1943 during a Japanese
Air and Surface attack in the Sulu Sea.

Sailors Rest Your Oars, We have the Watch
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U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc
Snug Harbor Base
David Self – Editor
P.O. Box 372730,
Satellite Beach, FL 32937
www.snugharborbase.com

If you are receiving a snail mail copy of The Beacon and have an email account,
please send your email address to thebeacon@ssn688.com. By doing this, you
will receive your copy sooner and help cut costs for the base.
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